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Vision : To create leaders in all walks of life through quality teaching.    
Mission : An eco‐friendly, student‐centric institution of excellence dedicated to creating future citizens equipped with knowledge, 
moral values, cultural understanding and tolerance who will lead at the national and international arenas. 

Dear Parents, Students and Staff, 

Greetings from Greenwood International School. 
I would like to welcome you to our new academic year of 2011‐2012. 
As you may know, this year is a very special but critical year in the 
life of GIS. To begin with, two major events are taking place in our 
school this year: 
 
First of all, we are in the process of getting our accreditation with 
AdvancED and we are doing our level best to succeed. We count on your support in 
what we can do for the better academic life of our children. And most importantly 
with all the joy it brings to my heart in saying it, our first batch of Grade 12 students 
are graduating this year. 
 
Six years have passed; we’ve been through ups and downs, good and bad times, re‐
laxed and tough times. But if I was to repeat it all, I would not change a single thing. 
It has been the best six years and for that I am sincerely grateful and I look forward to 
more successful years yet to come. Greenwood International School has become a 
trade mark that cannot be missed. We care for our students as a whole;   we nurture 
them to be successful leaders in their community in all aspects of life. We have no 
doubt that our graduates are ready to conquer the world, taking on life’s challenges, 
starting from college until they enter a profession of their choice. We have prepared 
them to face life truly and with much faith and joy. We are setting them free to dis‐
cover what’s waiting for them outside the school walls, and as they say, the sky is the 
limit.  
 
My dear parents, I thank you for having faith in us, and for all the support and trust 
you have bestowed on us all these years. 
Wishing everyone the best of luck! 
 
Best Regards, 
Rashida Badri 

 
  Congratulations! 

Big Congratulations to Rowdha Al Sayegh (Grade 
12A). 
She was chosen as one of the “40  inspirationals 
of  the Union  Spirit”   in H.H. Sheikh Hamdan Bin 
Mohammed Al Maktoum’s official book of the 
UAE 40th National Day. 
Bravo  Rowdha!  
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A ll of KG held their breath with anticipation for the first Silly Science 
Day in the Kindergarten Department.  The teachers had a day of silly 
and spectacular science experiments for the students up their 
sleeves.  What magical illusions would the students see?  And, what a 
fantastic day it turned out to be.  Students not only participated in their 
own class activities, but also went to visit other classes to experience 
more surprising scientific madness.  The strange and spooky garden 
beasties that are lurking in the kindergarten sensorial garden were spot‐
ted clearly through the binoculars made by the kindergar‐
ten students.  Crawling, flying and slithering ‐ what a sight.  Bubbles that 
were used to make magical pictures and mysterious disappearing 
money and glasses enthralled KG1s and KG2s alike.  From milk that 
danced with swirling colors from a drop of dish washing liquid to the dry 
ice experiments where huge ice bubbles appeared from the depths of 
the cauldron, followed by a bubbly smoke stack from the giant graded 
cylinder, the kindergarteners squealed in excitement.  What a load of 
weird and wonderful experiments from the KG classes!  We will cer‐
tainly not forget how fun silly science can be. 

 SILLY SCIENCE DAY— KG1 

 KG  WATER DAY— KG1 

O ne may have thought that, in Kindergarten, it was  Smurf reunion without the 
theme tune "LA la la la la la, sing the whole day long, sing a happy song".  But no, it 
was the kindergarteners all dressed in blue for KG Water Day.  Many students made 
blue slogans with water saving information too which helped the students learn from 
each other.  As GIS is going to be trying to get the converted Eco Schools Green Flag 
later this year, KG started the year with a splash by focusing on why it is important to 
save water.  The answer?  Because we live in a desert where there is little rain, few 
rivers or lakes and very little ground water. Water is even more critical to us than to 
people who live in rainy areas of the Earth. It is estimated that we may soon run out 
of clean natural ground water.  How sad would that be when people leave half drunk 
bottles of mineral water lying around going to waste.  Indeed, when asked where 
water comes from, some students thought it was from the petrol station, nicely 
packaged in those little bottles. KG Water Day helped students learn where water comes from in the desert 
(mostly from underground areas and the sea) and why it is important to save it.  They also learnt how to turn 
off the tap while brushing their teeth and while washing their hands or body parts with soap and then turn‐
ing the water on again to rinse afterwards.  They learnt to take a shower instead of a bath because it saves 
water. Blue is the new KG color because in KG, we all want to save water and make every day a special water 
day.  Hooray for WATER DAY!  
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 TRIP TO MORE CAFÉ— KG2 

 TRIP TO SKI DUBAI — KG2 

K G2’s field trip to More Café was  exciting  as the children became chefs 
for the day.  They learned how to make mouthwatering food. The chil‐

dren, while enjoying their cookery sessions also learned how matter can 
change once cooked.  This happens through chemical changes and once 
changed, it cannot be reversed back. The children even discovered why 
Humpty Dumpty fell off the wall ‐ because he was oval rolling solid shape!!   It 
was very interesting listening to the children speculating as to why egg white 
could not be put back into it's shell!  A creative day was had by all the KG2s 
and they took a fantastic goody bag home, choc full of goodies to eat with 
their families.  

T he young KG2 scientists put on their thinking hats and winter woolies for the trip to Ski Dubai.  The stu‐
dents performed many experiments in the snow. From running around and throwing snow balls at each 

other to learning about the properties of water, especially ice; the KG2 team had an awesome time learning 
in a winter wonderland. If you try and tell the children that Dubai is all about sun, sand and sea and they 
might just tell you to add in snow!  
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O ther activities like Art competition, Handwriting 
Competition, Salad making competitions have 

taken place keeping the students busy. Students en‐
thusiastically participated and had fun performing 
them. These activities not only developed their skills, 
but also helped them to inculcate good habits. 

 ACTIVITIES 

H ajj, the pilgrimage to Mecca, one of the 
greatest religious observances in Islam 

was participated by all the students of Grade2 
in the school premises . The boys wearing the 
“ahram” and the girls dressed in the “ abaya” 
performed all the religious rites well and ex‐
perienced spirituality. 

 GRADE 2s ON HAJJ 

 GRADE 1 SWANS 

A ll children love to learn about how things work—and that 
includes learning how plants grow. Grade 1 Swans enjoy 

working on this science activity. They observe and gather in‐
formation about the lesson.  

G rade 1 Flamingoes are experiencing and exploring a pro‐
ject on Forest and Desert. The students are identifying 

and classifying animals and placing them in their respective 
environments. The animal models are more likely to create an 
impact on the child’s memory as compared to teaching them 
verbally. Children at GIS are given a chance to explore their 
own world and learn things the way they want to under our 
supervision and guidance.  

 GRADE 1 FLAMINGOES 
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 HOUSE SYSTEM 

T he year 2011‐2012 has brought the system of 
grouping students into different houses (FIR, MA‐

PLE, CEDAR, and OAK) each representing a color. The 
students are getting into a team spirit trying hard to 
score points for the team they belong. As the houses 
step into a new year, we hope every member of the 
house will do their best and achieve success. 

GIS believes in inculcating the qualities of leadership 
from a very young age.  For the first time in Elemen‐
tary School capable students were handed positions 
of leadership and responsibility. A selected number of students were invested with a rank of prefects with a 
purpose of raising themselves and others beyond set standards. 

T he students of Elementary had the opportunity 
to take an educational visit to Ski Dubai, MORE 

and, Kidzania this year. The trips were filled with fun 
and the students performed some activities. They 
learnt to make snow flakes with paper. They also 
saw how the snowflakes look under a magnifying 
glass.  
The children enjoyed and wish to visit with their 
friends again in future. 

 FIELD TRIPS 

G IS has always been an environmentally aware institution. Students from 
GIS participate in the awareness activities in the school for Greener To‐

morrow. One such activity was done by the Elementary Students in a bid to 
stand up against the use of Tissues and bottles. A group of young Environmen‐
talists from the Elementary school as Eco Ambassadors work towards main‐
taining an ECO Friendly school. 
 
A competition was held on the 9th of Oct 2011 emphasizing the importance of 
napkins and reusing bottles. The students proved how conscientious and con‐
cerned they are about “Mother Earth”. They did their part by learning to tie‐
and‐dye on cloth napkins thereby encouraging the use of cloth napkins instead 
of paper ones. Each class also propagated the message of recycle, reuse, re‐
duce waste by doing an ART from WASTE activity using used water bottles. 
 
The winners were awarded certificates at the assembly. The winners for Bottle 
Art were Grade 2 Ponies, Grade 4 Kiwis and Grade 4 Seagulls. Winners of Batik 
Competition were Grade 4 Seagulls, Grade 2 Ponies and Grade 1 Flamingoes. 

 FOR A GREENER TOMORROW 
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By Moza Jamal Lootah (12A) 

A t last, after a long year of strong effort and persistence during the inter‐house com‐
petitions the winners gained a fantastic trip to the famous amusement park in Abu 

Dhabi, Ferrari World.  The architectural wonder was made to accommodate amazing 
décor and plenty of exciting games. Many beautiful Ferrari cars were on display for the 
visitors to take pictures with and examine closely. The first game we went on was a chal‐
lenge themed coaster where we sat in two separate coasters, shaped like racecars, then 
we were sent off with breath‐taking speed to look like we were racing to win. The joy‐
ous screams and adrenaline rush is a memory to cherish.  

Some games were a bit terrifying for some of us, like the G‐
force. That speed with which they launched us to the top 
where I swore I saw the whole of Abu Dhabi made us squirm in 
our seats and pray for the ride to be over. It was almost comi‐
cal the way the ride supervisors asked us if we wanted to get 
off or were too scared to stay. Everyone posed for pictures and 
thanks to Ms. Jesse and Ms. Sara the fun we had was shared 
with the rest of the Girls’ Section when we proudly showed 
our video in the morning assembly. In the end we would like to 
say that it was an unforgettable experience, and we wish for 
you to get a chance to prove yourselves to be worthy of the 
wining title this year. May the best house win and  
Let the race begin! 

 Ferrari World, Abu Dhabi 

 Prefect Investiture 

I n the garden of life each flower is unique and important in itself. No 
flower is superior to the others but the flower that learnt the value 

of punctuality, always won the race. To recognize those young foot‐
prints on the sand of time we the family of Greenwood International 
School has set forth a day to recognize and rejoice those meritorious 
students along with their eager parents to show that success is not 
what you have , it’s what you have given away. The 23rd of November 
2011 brought forth a warm glow with a solemn promise for the stu‐
dent populace who were going to be invested with their badges. 

 
This day was inaugurated by a promise of a brighter future as the 
new perfects got ready to be invested. The ceremony commenced 
at 12 pm in the school Auditorium with an inspirational movie cre‐
ated by the leaders of the prefectorial board. The school contin‐
gent, marched up on to the stage majestically, followed by the 
four House contingents instilled with pride as they assembled on 
to the stage. It was a feast for the senses.  Upon reaching the stage 
they stood at attention. The most anxiously awaiting prefects took 
the oath and were invested with their badges by the Principal Ms. 
Rashida Badri, The Head Master Mr. AbdulHafiz and Head of The 

Middle and High School Ms. Lina Zarif. Proud parents and teachers looked on as their students/children were 
given badges. A few words of encouragement and best wishes were given by Ms. Rashida Badri followed by 
the Vote of Thanks by the newly invested Presidents Mohammad Darwish and Maryam Al Awar. The retreat 
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 GIS Prefectorial Board 

Captains : 
Hamda Ibrahim   
Abdullah Faisal 
 
Vice Captains : 
Maryam AlAwadhi 
Theab Abdullatif 
 
Prefects : 
Abeer AlTaee•  Ghadir 
AlSaffar • Samantha • 
Najla Ahmad • Leena 
Ali • Ciara Zelda • 
Shamsa AlSuwaidi •  
Roudha AlAwadhi • 
Haya AlKash •  
Mohsen • Mohd Al 
Suwaidi • Khalifa Al 
Falasi • Mohd Hamad • 
Rashid Mazroui • Mohd 
Nasser Badri • Saif 
AlSahaer • Mohd. 
Muhammadi 
 

Captains : 
Wafaa Calloway  
Mohd. Saleh 
 
Vice Captains : 
Maitha Bakhit 
Khalid Al Kamali 
 
Prefects : 
Fatma Radwan • Horeya 
Hamidaddin • Salma 
Calloway •  Widad 
Darwish •  Sara 
Abdulaziz • Amani 
AlRustamani • Aisha 
AlFalasi • Budoor 
Ahmad •  Dana 
Ghalayini • 
AbdulRahman Faisal • 
Mohd. Yalwan • Mohd. 
Jamal • Mohd. Yassin • 
Suhail Salem • Saif 
Salem • Sultan 
Mahmoud • Saif Ali 

Captains : 
Noor Abdullatif   
Rashid Adel 
 
Vice Captains : 
Sara Taieb  
Mohd. Abdullah 
 
Prefects : 
Fatma AlSaffar • 
Fatima Taha • Zainab 
Farid •Aya Jamal • 
Ayah Maher • Faten 
AlShehhi •Areej Badri • 
Shamsa Lootah •Nour 
Khalid • Abdullah 
AlAwadhi • Saif Ahli • 
Omar Ahmad • Mohd. 
Dawood • Majid Al 
Kamali • Mohd. 
Adnan • Omar Adel • 
Bilal Saleh • Saeed 
Khamis 

Captains : 
Arwa Yousef   
Abdulla Younis 
 
Vice Captains : 
Maitha Mohammad 
Khalifa Al Suwaidi 
 
Prefects : 
Maryam Hamid • 
Rawan Hamad • Zuha 
Mheir •  Hessa Salah • 
Mahra Shahab •  
Raghad Khalid •  Fatma 
AlJaziri • Reem Saeed • 
Leya Jamal • Rashid 
Salah • Yousef Al 
Shomali • Hareb Al 
Bastaki • Haitham 
Abdullatif • Mohd. 
Iyad • Khalifa Al 
Suwaidi • Rashid 
Khalid • Ali Adnan • 
Arvin Jalali •  Ahmad 
Khalil 

President 
Maryam AlAwar 

Vice President 
Amnah Rahb 

MAPLE  OAK  FIR  CEDAR 

President 
Mohd. Darwish 

Vice President 
Khalifa AlYouha 

 Dino Live Expedition 

By Maya ElEmam (6A) 

T he girls of Grades 5,6,7, and 8 went to an exciting field trip to explore 
dinosaurs’ structures at the Dino Live Expedition in Times Square 

Centre. When the girls arrived, they all had to go watch a 3D movie about 
dinosaurs, after that they sang the Dino song. Later on they all went to 
the dinosaur expedition where they saw a few samples of dinosaur fossils, 
dinosaur eggs, and dinosaur structures. Overall, the girls had a fun and 
beneficial time learning a few facts about dinosaurs. Before the girls left 
to the bus, they settled down and had popcorn and drinks as snacks. After 
all, it was such an interesting day!  
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UAE 40th National Day 
Everyone had an awesome time and can't wait until next year when the UAE turns 
41 !  Congratulations UAE.   
     
By Ciara Zelda (7A) 

O ur school celebrated national day in style.  Everyone dazzled in the colors of the UAE flag.  The KGs, high 
school girls and young elementary children started the day by watching a parade.  High school boys, older 
elementary children and another school joined in a long UAE 40th National Day parade around Muhais‐
nah.  Loyal police motorbikes, majestic horses and brightly decorated cars were followed by a troop of pa‐
rading students, waving flags and school busses (also waving flags from their mirrors).  The public had to wait 
in their cars behind the parade until it had moved to the end of the road.    
 
The traditional bazaar for elementary and high school was filled with stalls.  There stalls selling everything 
from dolls to bubbles that don't pop to bouncy balls, belts and hats.  Henna and fantastic face painting were 
enjoyed by many teachers, students and parents.  Scrumptious, delicious traditional food was available to 
everyone and heavenly smells wafted through the air.  Fun dances and interesting performances happened 
throughout the day.  Kindergarten had a special program.  There was furry falcon making, bright UAE brace‐
lets, environmentally friendly eco recycled Gaff tree making, shiney dallahs, fantastic flags, ceremonial 
crowns, traditional games, face painted flags and heart flags painted on hands. Everyone had an awesome 
time and can't wait until next year when the UAE turns 41 !  Congratulations UAE.   
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